
 The Ohio Department of 
Education has released its 
annual report card for public 
schools and Toledo Public 
Schools has good news to 
share with the community. The 
district moved up one grade 
level on the report card and 
is no longer considered to 
be in Academic Distress as 
described by the State of Ohio.  
 In addition to moving up 
in the overall 
rankings, TPS 
saw continuing 
growth in more 
specific areas. 
Students are 
graduating at 
an increased 
rate. When 
looking at all 
students, the 
g r a d u a t i o n 
rate reached 
79.2 percent, 
up from 71.4 
percent the 
year before.  
Over the last 
five years, 
g r a d u a t i o n 
rates have 
increased 15.2 
percent.
 A m o n g 
A f r i c a n -
American students, the 
graduation rate exceeded 80 
percent, which represents a 
15.2 percent increase over 
the last five years and a 7.7 
percent increase over last 
year alone.  Scott High School 
had the biggest increase in 
graduation rate in the entire 
district, netting a 28 percent 

improvement.
 Data also shows that TPS 
students are increasingly well 
prepared for their life after high 
school.  Over 91 percent of 
students who followed a career 
tech pathway in high school 
either entered employment, 
enrolled in higher education 
or enlisted in the military after 
graduation.  The district’s 
“Prepared for Success” score 
increased for the second 

straight year, 
as did dual-
e n r o l l m e n t /
college credits, 
which is nearly 
double what it 
was two years 
ago.
 E a r l y 
c h i l d h o o d 
education also 
saw significant 
improvement 
over the 
previous year.  
The percentage 
of students 
passing the 
K indergar ten 
to third grade 
literacy test 
nearly doubled.  
Over 87 percent 
of students 
p a s s e d 

the Third Grade Reading 
Guarantee, nearly a 14 percent 
improvement over three years 
before.
 These results are a 
reflection in the investment 
in early childhood education 
at the Toledo Public Schools.  
Data consistently shows 
that students from TPS early 

childhood education are better 
prepared for kindergarten 
than students who are not 
from TPS early childhood 
education. District leaders 
feel there are two academic 
hurdles a student must 
overcome. One is the third 
grade reading proficiency tests 
and successfully navigating 
through the guidelines 
surrounding high school 
graduation. 
 Overall enrollment 
increased for the fifth straight 
year.  In fact, TPS has added 
1,801 students over the last 
five years, or the equivalent 
of 72 new classrooms 
of students.  The district 
continues to serve a diverse 
and sometimes challenged 
population.  Enrollment among 
economically disadvantaged 
students has increased more 
than 6,000 students in the last 
five years, for example.
 Moving forward, the 
district remains committed 
to improving educational 

outcomes for students.  That 
commitment starts with the 
very youngest children in 
early childhood education and 
continues throughout their 
academic career, all with the 
goal of having every student 
be “college or career” ready.
 Toledo Public Schools 
is the most comprehensive 
school district in northwest 
Ohio offering more than 35 
career technology options, 
advanced placement courses, 
seven different foreign 
languages and 12 associate 
degrees. The investment the 
district is making in preparing 
students for the future is paying 
off and the success shows in 
this year’s report card results. 
 In reviewing the results, 
the district emphasized that it 
welcomes transparency about 
its performance but believes 
the State Report Card 
continues to give a woefully 
incomplete picture of public 
education in this and other 
urban districts
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TPS Makes Gains on 
State Report Card
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TPS Superintendent and CEO Dr. Romules Durant

Submitted

Graduation Rate

“Among African-American students, the 
graduation rate exceeded 80 percent, which 

represents a 15.2 percent increase over the last 
five years and a 7.7 percent increase over last 
year alone.  Scott High School had the biggest 

increase in graduation rate in the entire district, 
netting a 28 percent improvement

“
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“Moving forward, 
the district remains 

committed to 
improving educational 
outcomes for students.  

That commitment 
starts with the very 
youngest children 
in early childhood 

education and 
continues throughout 
their academic career, 

all with the goal of 
having every student 
be “college or career” 

ready.

“



 Eighteen years 
ago, Glen and Joyce 

Stubblefield started an 
event that would become 

an annual family tradition. 
The Stubblefield’s 
acquired a large plot of 
land, situated between 
two houses which they 
also own, and made this 
space into the family”s 
own personal park. 
Complete with large shady 
trees, beautiful flower 
bed planted and cared 
for by Mrs. Stubblefield, 
a gazebo and a small 

shelter house. This area 
is its own slice of paradise 
in the city. It is here on 
Saturday, September 14, 
2019, the family hosted 
the 18th Annual Collard 
Green Festival on this 
very site as always.
 Mrs. Stubblefield 
said “It all began years 
ago when my mother, 
who is from Georgia, and 
who really loves collard 

greens sent me on a 
search for a particular 
type of seed. During my 
quest to find this seed, 
I was inspired to have a 
collard green festival of 
my own. Originally my 
husband and I invited only 
about fifty people to join 
us, well more than 150 
people showed up for the 
first festival. It was such 
a hit and the community 
really loved it so much we 
continued to have it every 
year.”
 “This year, which 
is our 18th year, the 
festival is dedicated to 
my husband, who helped 
me with this from the 
beginning, passed away 
last November.” said Mrs. 
Stubblefield.
Today our guests can try 
up to 25 different collard 
green dishes that include 
collard green spaghetti, 
collard green ribs, collard 
green egg rolls, collard 
green quesadillas, collard 
green deviled eggs, 
collard greens cornbread, 
collard green soup, collard 
green tamales, and even 
collard green cake and 
ice cream just to mention 
a few and there’s much, 
much, more,” she said.
 However, before 
she invited everyone to 
eat there was a short 
program hosted by Mrs. 
Stubblefield, where 
the Stubblefield family 
gathered together in 
front of the shelter house 
and acknowledged their 
elders, and memorialized 
their deceased relative 
Mr. Glen Stubblefield. 
Several family members 
and friends gave short 
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During the festival the Stubblefield family paid homage to their elders, 
seen here with two senior family members (seated front L-R) Jenny Es-
mond (90) and Christina Perkins (98), with (standing) Victor Stubblefield, 
Joyce Stubblefield, Paula Stubblefield, and Gloria McNairy.
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Mrs. Joyce Stubblefield (seated in the middle) is surrounded by family 
members at the 18th Annual Collard Green Festival.
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Skip Stubblefield prepared fresh Collard Green 
omelets for guest at the Collard Green Festival.
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Guest (back L-R) Sammie Jackson, Betty Pope, Sherronda Overton, Shir-
ley Carter, Regina Marshall, and Clarence Young, with (front L-R) Benard 
Pope and Sheila Pope-Moore eating and enjoying themselves at the Stub-
blefield’s 18th Annual Collard Green Festival.
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(L-R) Marcia Madison, Charlotte Daniels, and 
Camille Oden relaxing and eating at the Annual 
Collard Green Festival.
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After memorializing Mr. Glen Stubblefield, Mrs. Joyce Stubblefield’s 
deceased husband who starred the festival with her 18 years ago, family 
members released white balloons into the sky in his honor at the18th An-
nual Collard Green Festival.

The Stubblefields hold 18th 
Annual Collard Green Festival

By Michael Daniels
Journal Staff Reporter Continued on page 11.



ATTENTION AFRICAN AMERICAN 
VENDORS!

 Join us for the 2nd Annual REAL BLACK FRIDAY 
TOLEDO! Black Business Expo. If you are an African 
American owned business looking to market your 
products or services to HUNDREDS of customers, 
register today to be a vendor at the largest Black 
Business Expo in Northwest Ohio.
 The REAL BLACK FRIDAY TOLEDO! Black 
Business Expo is conveniently located within the 
central city of Toledo at The New Life Center on the 
campus of Bethlehem Baptist Church. This attractive, 
secure, one-level building offers 7,000 square Ft. 
of opportunity for vendors to have a wonderful and 
interactive experience with convenient and easy to 
access parking. The event is inside and will take place 
come rain or shine!
 The event will take place November 29, 2019, 
from 11:00am until 5:00pm. Early bird registration 
is open now and you can take advantage of a 25% 
discount on the purchase of your table until September 
27, 2019. Tables are limited, so don’t miss out on this 
opportunity to sell on the hottest shopping day of the 
year. Visit www.ivinstitute.org to register.
 For additional information or questions, please 
contact the Ivy Entrepreneur Institute at 419-989-
6771.
 

Drop Off Refuse and Recycling Event on 
Saturdays

 Acceptable items include electronic waste, but 
no televisions, CRT monitors, or appliances; 10 tires, 
on or off the rim, but no commercial tires; documents; 
houseware goods; clothing; toys; bulky items, and 
refuse. Latex paint will be accepted for $1 per gallon
 Future Engage Toledo Drop Off Refuse and 
Recycling Events are 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the following 
dates:
 Sept. 21 -  at Whitmer High School, 5601 Clegg 
Dr.
 Household hazardous waste will be accepted 
Sept. 21.
 For more information please call Engage Toledo 
at 419-936-2020 or visit www.toledo.oh.gov.
 

Ohio MLK Commission
Seeks Award Nominations

 The Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 
Commission is now accepting nominations for awards 
honoring Ohioans who carry on the legacy of the 
celebrated civil rights leader.The Commission, with 
administrative support from the Ohio Department of 
Administrative Services (DAS) Equal Opportunity 
Division, will announce award winners at the annual 
Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative 
Celebration Jan. 16, 2020, at Trinity Episcopal Church, 
located at 125 E. Broad St. in downtown Columbus.
 “The event reminds us each year of our individual 
responsibility to carry forward the legacy of Dr. King in 
our state and local communities.”
 Nominations for each of the eight awards can be 
submitted electronically at das.ohio.gov/mlk and are 
due by Oct. 11. There is no limit on the number of 
nominations one can submit.
 For more information contact the DAS Equal 
Opportunity Division at 614-466-8380 or mlk@das.
ohio.gov.
 

Woodberry Park Playhouse
In Association With 

Turnerman Productions
 Is  seeking actors, singers and dancers of all 

ages for theatrical cinema and stage productions.  
Serious Inquires Only!  If interested call 419-975-

5244 or 419-329-0361
 

Every Third Wednesday
Lucas County Human Trafficking Coalition

and Social Justice Insitute
Anyone interested in joining,  meet at Kent Branch 

Library, 3101 Collingwood Blvd., from 9:15 a.m. until 
11 a.m.

 
Every 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the Month
The Redeemed Christian Church of God

Food Pantry,  10 AM  to 12 PM
 2239 Cheyenne Blvd, Toledo OH 43614

3rd Saturday of Each Month
 Widows Empowered Strengthened & I 

Inc.
 (Affectionately known as W.E.S & I Inc.)
 Are you a Widow? Come share with us.  We 
cordially invite you to join us at our next meeting:  
1-3pm.  Reynolds Corners Branch Library, 4833 Dorr 
Street, Toledo, OH 43615.  To learn more about WES 
& I, Inc.:  Call 419-359-4001, Email: w.e.s.andlinc@
gmail.com, Website: www.widowsempowered.com. 
 

Every Saturday
Glass City Church of Christ

Soup kitchen now open at  901 Hoag.  Hours:  
1:00-2:00pm every Saturday.   We are reaching out 
to individuals and families in need of a free meal.  

Please see our Facebook page for menu items and 
any updates.  

 
Sept. 20th

United Nation’s International Day of Peace
 Dozens of area organizations and individuals will 
gather Friday, at noon at the Lucas County Courthouse 
to celebrate the United Nation’s International Day of 
Peace in conjunction with Pace e Bene’s Campaign 
Nonviolence National Convergence March & Action 
and the local Compassion Games. 
 
 The event will include gathering around a 
peace pole, brief statements and proclamations, 
acknowledgment of co-sponsors, and a march 
following the peace pole around the block. 
 
 Organized by the Association of U.S. Catholic 
Priests, Toledo Chapter Social Justice Subcommittee.
 

Sept. 21st
The Flanders Road Church of Christ

Clothing Giveaway
At 5130 Flanders Road,  Toledo, on Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.  There will be clothing for men, women 

and children.  Everyone is welcome.
 
 September 21st
 Macedonia Baptist Church
 Big Hat Luncheon
 Sponsored by The Womens Ministry of 
Macedonia Baptist Church.  (The History of The Big 
Hat in The African American Church), 1501 S. Cove 
Blvd., 11:00 am - 2:00 pm.  this event is Free to the 
public.  Donations will be greatly appreciated.  For 
more info contact Macedonia Baptist Church 419-242-
8700.  Come out and help us make this fun, and spirit 
filled fellowship a great success!  Ms. Evelyn Wilson:  
Chairperson, Rev. Clifford L. Mayes: Pastor.
 

Sept. 21st, Oct. 5th, & 19th
Nov. 2nd & 16th 

Appold Planetarium presents The 
Psychedelic Trip into Fractals

  The Lourdes University Appold Planetarium 
presents The Psychedelic Trip into Fractals. Like 
stepping into a kaleidoscope, mind-bending fractal 
zooms will take your breath away in this immersive 
show. Combining a state-of-the art projection system, 
original music, and powerful computer graphics, this 
show is a journey into an infinitely complex and visual 
world created by powerful computers.
 Prior to each show, guests can enjoy the sounds 
of the Toledo Symphony Orchestra! The 30-minute 
recording offers a grand selection of music sure to 
delight audiences as they prepare to travel through 
the Universe.
 Admission prices for The Psychedelic Trip into 
Fractals are $5 for adults and $4 for children 12 and 
under. Shows are offered at 7:30 p.m. on the following 
dates:
 Saturdays September 7 & 21, October 5 & 19, 
November 2 & 16

  Reservations are strongly recommended. Please 
call 419-517-8897 or email planetarium@lourdes.edu.
 

Sept  22nd
The Rossford First Baptist Church

“Old Ship of Zion”
 Save The Date:  Sunday, @ 5:00 PM.  167 Bergin 
St. Rossford, OH.  This is a blessing event by some 
powerful soloist.  Please plan on attending to get your 
hand clapping, foot stomping, and body movement 
going.  
 

Sept. 22nd
Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church

61st Nurses Anniversary
Join us at 1203 Girard St. on Sunday at 3:00 p.m.  
Guest preacher will be Pastor Dock Kelly.  Venson 

Simpson, Pastor.
 

Sept. 24th
2019 Annual Kwanzaa Talent Sign Up 

 We invite you to showcase your talent, spoken 
word, musical song, artist, dancer/team dancers.  
We are also looking for guest speakers for this years 
Toledo Annual Kwanzaa Celebration December 26, 
2019.  The location will to be announced later.  If you 
would like to perform as dancer, singer, spokeword, 
artist, vendor, volunteer, children’s activities or 
storyteller, Kent Branch Library Sept. 24th.  Time 6:00 
p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  Contact # 419-410-8022.
 

Sept. 29th
Susan G. Komen Race For The Cure

Northwest Ohio
 Register today: toledorace.com.  We race for 
those who can’t.  We fund raise to save lives and 
prevent the next generation from suffering.  We come 
together as survivors, co-survivors and those living 
with breast cancer so that in the future, we never 
have to race again.  Join us.  Sunday:  Registration 
- 7:30 a.m., race starts: 9:30 a.m.  Downtown Toledo, 
406 Washington Street, Toledo, Ohio 43604. More 
information call: 419-724-2873.
 

Oct. 10th
T.U.S.A.

Core Team Meeting
 Toledoans United For Social Action (T.U.S.A.). will 
hold their meeting on Thursday, from 6:00 to 7:30 p/m 
at Parkwood Seven Day Advent-age Church ,2200 
Parkwood Ave. The event will be centered around 
“Tenant Blacklisting.”  Community members are  
invited to tell your story.
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EVENTBRITE.COM
FACEBOOK/LOVINTHE WRONGTHINGS

9/21/19 & 9/28/19 @ 7:00 PM
9/22/19 & 9/29/19 @ 6:00 PM

Fassett Jr. High Theater
3025 Starr Ave., Oregon, OH

Tickets:
Single - $25 | Duo: - $45

Cast: Teresa McBee, Victoria Lawrence, Eric Wright, Melody Price, 
Amy Meredith, Sherman Hill, Jeff Smith, Cai’Yonna Fitzgerald, Ciley’Rae 

Cunningham, and My’Lyse Blackshear

A G3 Productions Ministry
Lovin’ The Wrong Things

Written & Directed by Patrece L. Tolbert.
Speaker: Pastor Anthony Smith, Garden of Prayer 
Church:  Friday and Saturday Sept. 27th  and  28th 
evening services 7:00 pm.
Speaker: Recording Artist Rodney Jordan: Bethel 
Community Church Murfreesboro TN.
Sept. 29th 2019, Sunday 11:00 am service.
Place:  Rock of Praise C.O.G.I.C. INC.  1632 N. Cove 
Toledo Ohio 43607
Host Pastor Eugene Harris Sr. Phone # 472-7630

ROCK OF PRAISE C.O.G.I.C. INC. 
SPIRITUAL OUT POUR SERVICES
September 27th, 28th, and 29th.

Ongoing Events

• Free Pre K
• ODJFS accepted

• Early Headstart
• Small Group Sizes
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It’s Time To Fight Right-Wing Domestic Terrorism 
The Way We Fight Other Forms of Terrorism

(TriceEdneyWire.com) - “The big thing 
is we need to change the way we in the 
United States are viewing these inci-
dents with right-wing extremist terrorism. 
Stop dismissing this as crazy gunmen, 
or hate crimes, or that some person ‘just 
snapped.’ There is an ideology behind 
the attack. The attack needs to be called 
out as terrorism.” – Daryl Johnson, for-
mer Department of Homeland Security 
analyst 

Just over a decade ago, the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security and the 
FBI produced a report entitled “Right-
wing Extremism: Current Economic and 
Political Climate Fueling Resurgence in 
Radicalization and Recruitment.” 

The report warned of the rise of radi-
calized right-wing groups and individuals 
and the threat of political violence. 

But instead of heeding its warnings, 
Congress erupted in a frenzy of denial 
and defensiveness.  The conclusions of 
the report were distorted and misreport-
ed.  Instead of taking the threat seriously, 
the ranking member of the House Home-
land Security Committee, called for hear-
ings to investigate DHS and the report. 

Members took particular offense to the 
suggestion that divisive issues like abor-
tion were being used as recruiting tools.  
Weeks after Congress shut down any 
response to the report, an anti-abortion 
extremist murdered physician George 
Tiller at his church. 

In the years since outraged Congress 

members blocked any official response 
to the threat, right-wing extremists have 
been responsible for the vast majority of 
extremist-related murders in the United 
States. Right-wing extremists were re-
sponsible for every single extremist kill-
ing in the U.S. in 2018, “from Pittsburgh 
to Parkland,” according to the Anti-Defa-
mation League. 

The white supremacist massacre of 
22 people in El Paso two weeks ago 
was the most deadly right-wing terror-
ist attack since 1995, when Timothy 
McVeigh killed 168 people in the Feder-
al Building bombing in Oklahoma City. 
The suspect published a white nation-
alist manifesto on an internet message 
board just before the shooting. He told 
police he was targeting Mexicans, and 
drove 11 hours from his largely-white 
hometown near Dallas to majority-Lati-
no El Paso. 

He has not been charged with a hate 
crime. 

And, while federal authorities are in-
vestigating the shooting as a domestic 
terrorism case, domestic terrorism is not 
codified as a law that can be prosecuted. 

Sen. Martha McSally of Arizona has 
proposed such a law, saying, ““For too 
long we have allowed those who com-
mit heinous acts of domestic terrorism to 
be charged with related crimes that don’t 
portray the full scope of their hateful ac-
tions.” 

The Patriot Act, passed in the imme-
diate aftermath of the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks, gives the federal 
government multiple resources to com-
bat international terrorism but little au-
thority to investigate domestic terrorism. 

Mary McCord, former acting assis-
tant attorney general for national secu-
rity, pointed out in a recent essay that 
the most common international terror-
ism charge is providing material sup-
port to a foreign terrorist organization. 
“Charges of “material support” to a ter-
rorist organization are not available to 
prevent domestic attacks” she wrote, 
“because the United States does not 
designate American groups as terrorist 
organizations. 

“None of the 68 entries on the State 
Department’s list is a white-supremacist 
group.” 

But the United States could designate 
foreign white supremacist groups as ter-
rorist organizations. 

“If the State Department put any of 

these groups on the list, the FBI could 
deploy undercover agents to chat with 
their members online, and would-be 
domestic terrorists in the United States 
would have to think twice about engag-
ing with them.” 

In addition to a federal domestic ter-
rorism statute and the designation of 

foreign white supremacist groups as ter-
rorist organizations, former Department 
of Homeland Security analyst Daryl 
Johnson, who authored the 2009 report, 
offered several recommendations in a 
recent interview:

Collect statistics on domestic terror-
ism, and allow those statistics to drive 
resources for programs to combat it.

Commit to long-term undercover in-
vestigations.

Train state and local law enforcement 
about right-wing extremists groups.

Make grants available for countering 
right-wing extremism.

Educate the public on their role, how to 
report suspicious activity, reaching out to 
communities and organizations that can 
help identify people being radicalized, 
working with private industry to get them 
to do better and more internet and social 
media monitoring.

If the United States does not take 
steps to combat white supremacism and 
right-wing extremism, attacks like the 
one in El Paso will only become more 
commonplace.  As the nation’s racial de-
mographics continue to change, so will 
the racist backlash. It’s time to take do-
mestic terrorism as seriously as we have 
taken foreign terrorism.

By Marc H. Morial
Wire Writer

President Trump Is Ignorant 
but He’s Not Stupid 

(TriceEdneyWire.com) - Balti-
more is a “…disgusting, rat and 
rodent infested mess…Why is so 

much money sent to the Elijah 
Cummings' district when it is con-
sidered the worst run and most 
dangerous anywhere in the United 
States? No human being would 
want to live there. Where is all this 
money going? How much is sto-
len? Investigate this corrupt mess 
immediately!" President Donald 
Trump 7-28-19

President Trump is many things. 
He is ignorant; probably the most 
ignorant president ever elected. 
He is disinterested (ignorant and 
disinterested are a very danger-
ous combination). He is racist, a 
liar, sexist, misogynist, anti-Mus-
lim, homophobic and many other 
things. The one thing he is not is 
stupid. He clearly understands 
and has made millions from mar-
keting, messaging and branding.

His use of racist troupes, bom-
bast, hyperbole, lies and narcis-
sism may be dysfunctional and 
dangerous but they are shrewd 
and crude political calculations. 
This is a base-galvanizing politi-
cal strategy not a consensus gov-
erning political strategy. One data 
point, according to Pew, even 
after Trump admitted that he is a 
misogynistic sexual predator, 47 
percent of white women voted for 
Donald Trump. Why, because as 
Tom Porter stated, “they rather 
eat their racism than sit down and 
dine on a fine meal”. Or as H. Rap 
Brown said, “racism is as Ameri-
can as cherry pie”.

Since Trump cannot formulate 
a political message or campaign 
strategy that highlights his accom-

By Wilmer J. Leon, III, Ph.D.
Wire Columnist

continued on page 5

“If the United States does 
not take steps to combat 
white supremacism and 
right-wing extremism, 

attacks like the one in El 
Paso will only become 

more commonplace.  As the 
nation’s racial demographics 
continue to change, so will 

the racist backlash. 

“
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A woman touches a cross at a makeshift memorial for victims outside 
Walmart, near the scene of a mass shooting which left at least 22 people 
dead, on Aug. 6, 2019 in El Paso, Texas
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plishments or ability to deliver on his 
campaign promises, he defaults to the 
troupes that have historically carried 
the day in America, racism and xeno-
phobia.

President Trump has failed to deliv-
er on any of the major promises that 
candidate Trump ran on. He has failed 
to bring manufacturing jobs back to 
America. According to The Atlantic, 
“From trade deals to gun control and 
immigration to military deployments, 
the president has a consistent pattern: 
Talk a big game, then back down.”

I have watched for the past two years 
and specifically the past two weeks as 
Trump has employed the tactics of hy-
per or uber-racist rhetoric to distract 
the media and public away from the 
issues that really matter. Two weeks 
ago, Trump referred to " 'Progressive' 
Democrat Congresswomen" (aka “The 
Squad”) in his tweets, saying they 
should "go back and help fix the totally 

broken and crime infested places from 
which they came." “Go back to where 
you come from” has been one of the 
most often used racist rants from big-
ots in America for centuries. Trump 
must have been talking about his own 
administration since all four women are 
members of Congress and US citizens.

Recently Trump Tweeted the racists 
insults about the city of Baltimore, MD, 
its residents and one of its congressio-
nal representatives. “No human being 
would want to live there.” Really? Then 
what do you call the residents of the 
26th largest city in the US who choose 
to and enjoy living in Baltimore…less 
than human? The racial composition of 
Baltimore is African American: 62.80%, 
White: 30.29% and Asian: 2.56%. The 
average household income has in-
creased over the past 10 years from 
$45,900 to $64,100.

Again, Trump is ignorant but he’s not 
stupid. His Tweets are not the mind-
less and aimless rants of a stupid man. 

They are political calculations designed 
to distract the media and electorate 
from the real issues that are plaguing 
America.

There’s a finite number of minutes, 
hours and days before the 2020 elec-
tion. Every minute and day that our 
news cycle is consumed by and ded-
icated to Trump’s Tweets is time that 
America is not focused on how to ad-
dress or solve wealth disparity, mass 
incarceration, the correlation between 
extrajudicial killings and mass deporta-
tion and America’s bankrupt and racist 
foreign policy.

It’s easy for so-called analysts and 
pundits on mainstream corporate me-
dia to tell us that Trump is a racist. How 
do we know this? He tells us this every 
day. They may as well be discussing is 
water wet. Calling Trump racist is not 
journalism, nor is it news. It is simple 
and obvious. The challenge is to avoid 
the contrived distractions and deal with 
the real issues and solutions. Solutions 

that solve problems such as why this 
current generation of young people 
are slated to be the first generation in 
this country that will not have a higher 
standard of living than their parents. 
We need to ensure that the American 
dream is obtainable for everyone.

The media, Democrats, pundits and 
analysts can follow Trump down the 
racist rat hole is they want but do it 
at your own peril. Telling us that he’s 
incompetent does not take much anal-
ysis or insight. It’s a trap that he has 
set you. It’s a fool’s errand and a losing 
venture; just ask Hilary Clinton.

Dr. Wilmer Leon is the Producer/ 
Host of the nationally broadcast call-in 
talk radio program “Inside the Issues 
with Leon,” on SiriusXM Satellite ra-
dio channel 126. Go to www.wilmer-
leon.com or email: wjl3us@yahoo.
com. www.twitter.com/drwleon and Dr. 
Leon’s Prescription at Facebook.com

© 2019 InfoWave Communications, 
LLC

President Trump Is Ignorant but He’s Not Stupid 
continued from page 4

In the Wake of Hurricane Dorian: Climate 
Change and Infrastructure Issues

TriceEdneyWire.com) - Hurricane 
Dorian has drowned the Bahamas and 
devastated the coasts of North and 
South Carolina. There are trillions of dol-
lars worth of damages, and communities 
that it will take years to rebuild. The fury 
of this hurricane, some say, is unprec-
edented, with winds measured at 130 
miles per hour at their fiercest. Dozens 
of lives have been lost – at least 30, as of 
this writing, in the Bahamas, and many 
others here in the United States. As the 
winds die down, the questions rise up. 
Could this hurricane, and its devastation 
have been prevented? What role does 
climate change play in the destruction 
this hurricane has caused? Are extreme 
and unexpected weather patterns our 
new reality? What does it mean for our 
quality of life and our economy?

One doesn't have to be a climate 
scientist to believe that climate change 
is affecting our weather. But there is a 
large body of scientific research to prove 
it. The ferocity of Hurricane Dorian and 
the massive destruction it has left in its 
wake is at least partly due to climat-
ic destabilization. This is why 195 na-
tions signed the Paris Accord, the 2016 
agreement to contain greenhouse gas 
emissions. Many applauded President 
Barack Obama's support of this accord. 
We have been dismayed that the current 
"President" has indicated his intent to 
withdraw from the agreement, and has 
already supported public policy to under-
mine it.

The willingness of US leaders to ig-
nore the scourge of climate change is 
challenging. It is also challenging to 
watch democratic presidential candi-
dates flail around the issue, as they did 

in the recent CNN debates. To be sure, 
there was great rhetoric and good ideas, 
but from my perspective, no robust ap-
proach to better managing our environ-
ment.

Hurricane Dorian reminds us of the 
urgency of dealing with climate change 
policy. It also reminds us of the under-
investment our nation has made to our 
infrastructure. Better infrastructure would 
mitigate some of the destruction of this 
hurricane, and our 45th President prom-
ised to address infrastructure. He has 
not. It's a bipartisan challenge since 
whether you are a Democrat or Repub-
lican, you ride on our nation's highways 
and drive across vulnerable bridges. 
The American Society of Civil Engineers 
(asce.org) rates our infrastructure a D+, 
hardly a passing grade. It points to defi-
ciencies on everything from our bridges 
and roads to our water supply, and daily 
headlines suggest their D+ grade may 
be generous.

Flint, Michigan has yet again made 
national news headlines after its water 
supply has been again polluted.   It is 
easy to focus on Flint, but too many oth-
er municipalities also have water chal-
lenges, and the public health effects in 
Flint reverberate all over the country. We 
have long known of the adverse effects 
of lead paint on children, yet too many 
of our schools still are riddled with lead 
paint. And the beat goes on. The worst 
thing is that little has improved between 
2013 and 2017 when the last report was 
released. The "President" knows it, but 
doesn't care to use his political capital 
to spark a bipartisan agreement, but in-
stead prefers to keep up the combative 
mess around immigration and jingoism.

Congress is just back from its six-
week break. Perhaps they will approach 
our challenges with renewed enthusi-
asm. From my perspective, the three top 
things they must deal with are gun con-
trol, infrastructure, and climate change. 

These need to be bipartisan issues, is-
sues that the majority of the population 
will be positively impacted by. But the 
rudderless, leaderless Oval Office pre-
fers to engage in a rhetorical sideshow 
that diverts from the flailing economy 
(even with low unemployment rates), the 
white supremacist gun crisis, and infra-
structure ineffectuality.

Hurricane Dorian reminds us that leg-
islative malfeasance is unacceptable. To 
ignore climate change, infrastructure, 
and gun control is to ignore the issues 
that are critical to the lives of our nation's 
citizens. I'm not surprised that 45 ignores 
these issues, but what about the Con-
gress, including those who represent ar-
eas that Dorian devastated?

Julianne Malveaux is an author 
and economist. Her latest project 
MALVEAUX! On UDCTV is avail-
able on youtube.com. For booking, 
wholesale inquiries or for more info 
visit www.juliannemalveaux.com

By Julianne Malveaux
Wire Columnist
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Hurricane Dorian on Sept. 2, from NOAA. 



 Toledo’s Chapter of 
the National Association 

for the Advancement of 
Colored People, NAACP, 

hosted the organization’s 
state convention during 
the weekend of Septem-

ber 13-14 at the Park Inn 
Hotel in downtown Tole-
do.
 The purpose of the 
convention was to first, 
elect officials for the orga-
nization’s state positions, 
and also address some of 
the current topics that are 
foremost in the African 
American community.
 Breakout sessions 
addressing education, 
health, voting issues, 
census taking, and bail 
reform were just a sev-
eral topics that were fo-
cused upon. In addition, 
Frank La Rose, Republi-
can Secretary of State for 
Ohio, addressed attend-
ees on how his office and 
the NAACP could better 
work together.
 Ray Woods, presi-
dent of the Toledo Chap-
ter of the NAACP, told 

The Toledo Journal, “This 
weekend, we’re going to 
spell out our goals and 
objectives, as a state or-
ganization, so we can 
better serve the commu-
nity.”
 Amongst the objec-
tives he mentioned, was 
to further investigate the 
assault of Jannah Wyley.  
Video, from a bystand-
er, captures her being 
punched repeatedly in 
the face by a Toledo Po-
lice Officer, while she was 
laying on the ground.
 Tom Roberts, presi-
dent of the Ohio Confer-
ence NAACP said, “We 
want to be the voice in the 
government on a state 
level. In the past, we’ve 
came out against police 
brutality, and unjust legal 
proceeding by prosecu-
tors. We want to act on 
strength, so we can bet-
ter combat the wrong do-
ings.”
 Also present during 
the conference was Pre-
cious Tate, 22, a recent 
graduate of Ohio State 
University, majoring in 
public policy. Ms. Tate 
has been a member of 
the NAACP since high 
school, and was the pres-
ident while in college.
 She said, “Young 
people have been in-
volved in the NAACP 
since its formation, and 
because of their involve-
ment, the NAACP has 
advanced. Any young 
person looking to make 
change should be in-
volved in this organiza-
tion.”
 In addition to being 
involved with the NAACP, 
Ms. Tate works in City 
Hall, and serves as as-
sistant to Mayor Wade 
Kapszukiewicz.

LifeStyles/News
NAACP Toledo Chapter hosts state convention

We help make your  
American Dream a reality.
A new home may seem out of reach if money is 
limited. If you’re a first-time  home buyer, looking 
to move up, or just have limited funds for a down 
payment, First Federal Bank can offer you several 
special low and no down payment options. Contact 
us today and discover the options available for you.

• Home Possible® Mortgages 
• MyCommunity Mortgages®  
• FHA Loans           

• USDA Loans
• And more!

First-Fed.com

Susan Jester 
NMLS# 43683 
Retail Lender  
419-537-9520

Eunice Glover 
NMLS# 1609471 
Financial Sales Mgr.
419-214-4302

Offer of credit subject to credit approval.

1707 Cherry St., Toledo  |  419-214-4302
(Inside the Seaway Marketplace)

2920 W. Central Ave., Toledo  |  419-537-9300

AFFORDABLE HOME OWNERSHIP

Get the lowdown 
on low, down 
payment 
options.
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From left are, Ray Woods, president of the local chapter of the NAACP, Wade Kapszukiewicz, Toledo 
Mayor, Precious Tate, assistant to the Mayor, Anita Madison, second vice president of the NAACP, 
Tom Roberts, president of the Ohio Conference NAACP, and Michael Alexander, first vice-president 
of the NAACP. During his brief remarks to conference attendees, Mayor Kapszukiewicz pointed out, 
“You can’t mention the NAACP without mentioning Toledo. Besides Toledo having one of the oldest 
chapters in Toledo, Brand Whitlock, former Mayor of Toledo, was one of the original signers of the 
charter establishing the organization.”
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Posing with the Presidents of chapters throughout Toledo are, from left, Tom Roberts, and Nate 
Miles, keynote speaker, and a member of the national board for the NAACP.
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 Members came from all over Ohio to attend the 
two day event. 
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Along with the office of the Mayor, and Toledo 
City Council, Teresa Fedor, State Senator, pre-
sented a proclamation to the organization.

By JURRY TAALIB-DEEN
Journal Staff Writer

Toledo Public School Hosts Two 
District Hygiene Drives

 A few weeks ago, the public learned of a wonderful 
service the students of YWOE at Waite High School 
developed to support their peers in need. Both Waite 
High School and the district overall is grateful for the 
outpouring of support from the community! Many have 
asked- How can we help?
Well, here are two opportunities. There will be two 
hygiene drives in the coming weeks. They are not 
accepting clothing at this time.

 September 21- from 1p- 4p, TPS Administration 
building 1500 Bush Ave entrance, is a collection to 
support students district wide.

 September 28- 9a-1p in the Waite High School 
Field House Lobby, 301 Morrison Ave., to support 
the students at Waite.

*Please do not drop off before or after these dates*
The Items being collected at both events are listed 
below and must be new and unopened.
Shampoo
Conditioner
Soap
Body wash
Tooth brushes
Tooth paste/ Floss
Deodorant
Feminine hygiene products
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LOURDES.EDU

Classes start
January 13

 Lourdes University Vice 
President of Academic 
Affairs Dr. Terry Keller 
and Master of Science in 
Nursing: Nurse Educator 
Program Director Rebec-
ca Zechman, MSN, RN, 
are pleased to announce 
the College of Nursing 
has been awarded a 
$156,990 Nurse Educa-
tion Grant from the Ohio 
Board of Nursing. The 
grant funds will be dis-
bursed from September 
2019 to August 2021.
 The purpose of the Ohio 
Board of Nursing Nurse 
Education Grant Pro-
gram is to address the 
nursing shortage within 
the state of Ohio by sup-
porting nurse education 
programs in their efforts 
to increase enrollment 
capacity of nursing stu-
dents and nursing edu-
cators.
 “The NEGP funds will 
allow Lourdes to expand 
enrollment in our online 
Master of Science in 
Nursing Nurse Educator 
program through collab-
orative partnerships with 
Kingston Healthcare and 
HCR ManorCare, and in 
so doing, contribute to 
the nurse workforce and 
raise the education lev-

el of RNs practicing in 
the local community and 
throughout the state,” 
says Rebecca Zechman.
 The Lourdes Education 
Grant is projected to in-
crease enrollment in the 
MSN Nurse Educator 
program by 75% to help 
reduce the number of 
unfilled nurse teaching 
development positions 
within the State of Ohio.
Ohio Board of Nursing
 The mission of the 
Ohio Board of Nursing 
is to actively safeguard 
the health of the pub-
lic through the effective 
regulation of nursing 
care. The Ohio Board of 
Nursing (OBN) issues 
state nursing licenses, 
sets standards for safe 
nursing care and assures 
the scope of practice for 
nurses within the state of 
Ohio. 
 Lourdes University Mas-
ter of Science in Nursing: 
Nurse Education
 Lourdes University’s 
Online MSN – Nurse Ed-
ucator program equips 
graduates with the ad-
vanced knowledge and 
skills needed to teach in 
healthcare or education-
al settings as a nurse 
educator, clinical faculty, 
staff educator or continu-

ing education provider. 
The Lourdes University 
College of Nursing pro-
grams are accredited by 
the Commission on Col-
legiate Nursing Educa-
tion (One Dupont Circle, 
NW, Suite 530, Washing-
ton, DC 20036, 202-887-
6791).
Lourdes University
 Rooted in the Catholic 
and Franciscan tradition, 
Lourdes University is 
sponsored by the Sisters 
of St. Francis, and offers 
baccalaureate degrees 
in a variety of academic 
majors as well as gradu-
ate degrees in business, 
education, nursing, orga-
nizational leadership, so-
cial work, and theology. 
Community outreach pro-
grams include the Appold 
Planetarium and Lifelong 
Learning. A member of 
the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics, Lourdes students can 
also compete in a variety 
of men’s and women’s 
sports. Named a “Best 
in the Midwest” college 
by the Princeton Review, 
Lourdes University is a 
nationally accredited, vet-
eran and transfer-friendly 
institution offering a va-

riety of student scholar-
ships. Explore the pos-

sibilities online at www.
lourdes.edu or by phone 

at 419-885-3211.

September 20, 1830:  First 
Negro Convention of Free Men 
agree to start their boycott on 
slave-produced goods.

September 22, 1863:  Mary 
Church Terrell was born, first 
Black person to serve on the 
DC board of education.

September 21, 1891:  Inven-
tor, FW Leslie, patents the en-
velope seal.

September 18, 1919:   Fritz 
Pollard becomes the first black 
to play Professional football for 
a major team, the Akron Indi-
ans.

September 23, 1926:  John 
Coltrane, innovative and 
famed jazz musician born.

September 24, 1935:  Joe 
Louis, World Heavyweight 
Champion, becomes the first 
black boxer to draw a million 
dollar gate.

September 19, 1941:  Otis 

Redding, singer born in Daw-
son, GA.

September 23, 1962:  Dr. 
King dedicates Mount Hermon 
Baptist Church, the newly con-
structed church of his uncle, 
the Rev. Joel L. King, Sr., in 
Mansfield, Oho.

September 18, 1964:  Dr. King 
has an audience with Pope 
Paul VI at the Vatican.

September 18, 1970:  Rocker 
Jimi Hendrix dies at 27.

September 24, 2015:  When 
speaking before a joint meet-
ing of the U.S. Congress, Pope 
Francis references Dr. King’s 
“dream” saying, “That dream 
continues to inspire us all.”

September 24, 2016:  The 
National Museum of African 
American History and Culture 
opens near the Washing-
ton Monument as part of the 
Smithsonian Institution’s com-
plex in Washington, D.C.

Lourdes University Receives Nurse Education Grant
$156,990 grant addresses teaching and staff development within state

Submitted

Black History
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 “I was surprised how 
many physicians don’t 
know how people get sickle 
cell anemia,” Marqueshia 
Ferreira, whose daughter, 
Natahlia, is inflicted with the 
disease, told The Toledo 
Journal at the Neighborhood 
Health Associations, NHA, 
first annual 5k run/walk. Held 
on Saturday, September 14, 
at Ottawa Park, at Ottawa 
Pkwy, across from Toledo 
Hospital, the event had 

over 200 registered people 
participate in the event.
 In addition to the walk, 
various health, and social 
related organizations, who 
specializes in providing 
life insurance to those with 
sickle cell anemia, distributed 
information.
 LaShardae Scott, 
director for Region 3, for 
NHA said that, the event is 
to raise awareness about the 
disease, as well as connect 
those, with sickle cell, to 
various agencies that they 
may not have been aware of.

 Doni Miller, CEO of 
NHA, said there used to be 
a time when the disease 
was receiving more public 
attention, but over the 
years, has not receive the 
attention that’s so needed to 
help those inflicted with the 
disease combat it. “So we 
want to bring that attention 
back to a disease that affects 
so many people,” she said.
 Brenda Ferreira, 
grandmother to Natahlia, 
said she was thankful for 
the event, and hoped more 
people become aware the 
disease. She especially 
hopes more physicians are 
made aware.

 “It’s sad that many 
doctors will treat sickle cell 
patients as if their drug 
addicts. I’m hoping that 
events like this educates 
doctors about the disease,” 
she said.
 Marqueshia Ferreira 
said that, the treatments 
her daughter has to endure 
take a toll on her. She 
has to get blood drawn 
every three months, get 
checked for seizures, and 
take medications daily, 
are just a few of the things 
Natahlia endures, her  mom 
explained.
 Marqueshia Ferreira 
expressed one of the 

surprisingly biggest 
challenges has come from 
Natahlia’s gym teachers. 
Ms. Ferreira said, she had 
to consistently remind the 
gym teachers that, since her 
daughter has sickle cell, she 
needs to rest more, and can’t 

do many of the activities, for 
long durations, due to the 
disease.
 “I think this event is good 
because it teachers people 
about the disease, and how 
it affects us,” Natahlia said.
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Walking for Natahlia are, from left, Dorothy 
Bumpus, Raeshawn Shaw, Brenda Ferreira, Mar-
queshia Ferreira, Kimberly Stewart, and Natahlia 
Ferreira.
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Doni Miller, and LaShardae Scott, welcomed and 
thanked the participants. “Take a look around; 
this is what America looks like. We’re a diverse 
people, coming together to solve a problem,” 
Ms. Miller said.
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La Shardae Scott gives Brain Byrd, Chief of The 
Toledo Fire Department, a certificate of appreci-
ation for his assistance at bringing awareness to 
sickle cell anemia.
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Over 200 people registered for the 5k walk/run 
for sickle cell anemia.

NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH ASSOCIATION

NHA hosts first annual 5k run/
walk for sickle cell research

By JURRY TAALIB-DEEN
Journal Staff Writer



 The 25th Annual 50+ 
Sports Classic sponsored 
by the Area Office on Aging 
and YMCA of Greater Toledo 
took place on Saturday, 
September 14 across 
multiple venues in Toledo 
and Maumee. The opening 
ceremony was held at the 

Wolf Creek YMCA.  
 Athletes and their 
families gathered bright and 
early at the flag pole in front 
of the YMCA to celebrate the 
upcoming day’s events. Mr. 
Cole spoke of the power of 
healthy living and community 
as he emceed the program 
that included brief speeches, 

a youth hip hop dance, and 
the lighting of the torch by 
Area Office of Aging Director/
CEO, Billie Johnson and 
Wolf Creek YMCA District 
Vice President Melanie 
Grohowski.
 According to event 
organizer Justin Moor, Vice 
President of Planning and 
Program Development at 
the Area Office on Aging, the 
Sports Classic was the vision 
of Director Billie Johnson and 
an incredible testament to 
aging well.
 “This is a really 
inspirational day where we 
see positive images of aging 
- shattering a lot of myths 
people have about what it 
means to be age 50 and 
better,” Mr. Moor said. “In 
the past, we’ve had 50-year-
olds dunking, 90-year-olds 
running the 100-meter dash, 
and everything in between, 
so it’s a really great day.”
 Over 200 athletes, ages 
50 plus, participated in the 
classic on Saturday. The 
participants competed in over 
10 sports including bowling, 
tennis, golf, track and field, 
swimming, pickle ball, and 
basketball. Each sports 
competition was divided into 
age groups and awards were 
given to the winners within 
each age grouping.
 When asked about the 
importance of the event to the 
athletes and community at 
large, Ms. Johnson said that, 
the event was so important in 
motivating retirees to engage 
in activities that improve their 
overall health.
 “We are delighted to 
promote health and wellness 
and this is what this is all 
about – to get our 50 plus 
population out here to be a 
role model for other retirees 
in our community so that, 
we can be healthy, live long, 
and be as independent as 
possible,” Ms. Johnson said.
 While the organizers had 

their reasons for sponsoring 
the event, the participating 
athletes each had their own 
reasons for competing as 
well. Terri Wolf, age 60, 
received a flyer in the mail 
about the event and said she 
saw it as a great opportunity 
to challenge herself at the 
precipice of a new decade in 
her life.
 “I had a hard time turning 
60 so I decided I’m going to 
go do this. This looks really 
fun, and I love being active. 
And so that’s what got me 
into it, and I’m doing it again 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico 
as well.”
 Stephanie Marable, 52, 
said her youngest daughter 
was the catalyst for her 
participation. “My daughter 
forced me. She bullied me,” 
laughed Ms. Marable who 
won her heat in the 100-meter 
dash. 
 “My daughter runs at 
University of Cincinnati, and 
I always used to push her so 
she said ‘Oh, you’re going to 
do this mom’ so I did,” Ms. 
Marable said. 
 Renard Oliver Sr. woke 
up nursing a hamstring 
injury but pushed himself 
to compete to honor his 
childhood friend whom he 
reconnected with at last 

year’s 50+ Senior Classic.
 “I came today in honor of 
my friend, who passed away 
6 months ago, Charlie Ollie 
who the last time we were 
here had a great day. He 
earned 6 or 7 medals, and 
I hadn’t seen him in about 
15 years so I had to be here 
today for him,” Mr. Oliver said.
 The competition started 

at 8:00 a.m. and continued 
well into the afternoon. 
Interested athletes 50 years 
and older are encouraged 
to begin training for next 
year’s competition now, 
which participant Stephanie 
Marable said is a great way 
to stay fit, have fun, and meet 
others in the same age range 
who are doing the same
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Billie Johnson, right, and Melanie Grohowski light the event torch at the 
Opening Ceremony.
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Stephanie Marable warms up before her 100-me-
ter dash heat.
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An athlete leads the pack in his heat during the 
track and field competition.

PHOTO CREDIT / TOLEDO JOURNAL

Renard Oliver Sr. who competed in honor of 
friend Charlie Ollie poses at the Maumee H.S. 
track after competing in his events.

Annual 50+ Sports Classic Draws 
Hundreds of Northwest Ohio Athletes 

By Leah Williams

Call us – your
primary experts.

utmc.utoledo.edu/primarycare
@utoledomedicalcenter
@UTMedCenter

Blood pressure, blood sugar, pulmonary issues and  
other conditions require regular monitoring and  
occasional referral to a sub-specialist.  

Whether you have a common health ailment or a  
specialized condition, your primary care provider  
is an important and consistent participant in  
your circle of care.

Build a relationship with your primary care provider  
at The University of Toledo Medical Center and  
discuss your ongoing health needs.

Blood pressure  
on a roller    
  coaster?

Start a conversation 
today, 419.383.4000.

UTMC 1473 Blood Pressure_TheTruth_5x8.indd   1 8/9/19   2:20 PM



Bishop Nolan and Pastor 
Tabitha White, along with 
the women of The Ark of 
Toledo, celebrated their 
Annual Women’s Day 
“My Cup Runs Over” with 
Evangelist Loretta Dwight 
on Sunday, September 
15, 2019. This service 
was the culmination of 
their Annual Men and 
Women’s Day services. 
On Sunday morning 
Bishop Robert Witty was 
the guest speaker. Bishop 
Witty preached “God got 
your Back”  The afternoon 

service included a reading 
by the Pastor’s daughter 
Jewell Penn.  One of 
the evening highlights 
included the impromptu 
combined mass choir 
lead by Bishop White and 
consisting of members 
from The Ark and New 
Bethel COGIC. 
The message from 
Evangelist Dwight was 
both powerful and 
inspiring. Challenging all 
to enlarge their capacity 
for what God’s plan was 
for and through us all.
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Overseer and First Lady, Tabitha White explains the importance of Wom-
en’s Day.
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Evangelist, Loretta Dwight delivered the keynote address.
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Bishop Nolan White leads the choir in a selection
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Bishop Nolan White and First Lady Tabitha with 
their granddaughter, Noelle and congregation

The Ark of Toledo Women’s Day

Submitted

 Bethany House presents the annual Unveiling Cer-
emony for the Northwest Ohio Silent Witness Project 
on October 1, 2019 at 7:00 pm at Parkway Place, 2500 
Parkway Plaza in Maumee. The Silent Witness Project is 
a national initiative, founded in 1990 in Minnesota, in re-
sponse to an epidemic of domestic violence homicides. 
There are local Silent Witness Project chapters in all 50 
states.
 This event is free and open to the public; however, 
due to the intense nature of the program, organizers ask 
that those in attendance do not bring young children. 
 For more information about this event, please visit 
BethanyHouseToledo.org/events, contact Project Coor-
dinator Mary Krueger at SilentWitnessProject@Betha-
nyHousetoledo.org, or call 419-727-4948. 
 Bethany House is sponsored by the Sylvania Fran-
ciscans, a member of Sylvania Franciscan Ministries 
and Northwest Ohio Community Shares.



speeches expressing their 
love for Mr. Stubblefield 
and what he meant to 
them, while others sang 
songs in his honor. For 
the family, it was a solemn 
moment of reflection. To 
some in the family he 
was their father, to others 
he was their grandfather 
or uncle, and of course 

a husband to his wife. It 
was obvious that he was 
greatly beloved by all of 
his family.
 Right before the 
end of this tribute, his 
daughter led the family in 
a symbolic gesture that 
she compared to Jesus 
feeding the multitudes, 
where she passed out 
pieces of fish, for them to 
eat in his memory. This 

was fish Mr. Stubblefield 
caught on one of his 
last fishing trips before 
he passed away. The 
ceremony ended with 
the family releasing white 
balloons up in the air in his 
memory. The entire activity 
was a very authentic 
African-American inspired 
spiritual experience.
 After this, the food 
was blessed and Mrs. 
Stubblefield gave the word 
and dinner was served. 
This is what everybody 
came for. There was so 
much food you couldn’t 
possibly taste everything, 
even if you came back 

twice. There was so many 
collard greens specialty to 
choose from.
An extra special treat 
was on the other side 
of the park where Skip 
Stubblefield served up 
made to order collard 
green omelets. After 
eating all this great food, 
many of the guests sat 
back and relaxed while 
sipping a glass or two 
of the Stubblefield’s 
delicious homemade 
wine.
 All and all the Collard 
Green Festival was a 
wonderful time and an 
extraordinary event for 

those in attendance. One 
never knew you could 
do so much with collard 
greens until now.
Collard greens were 
just one of a few select 
vegetables that African-
Americans were allowed 
to grow and harvest for 
themselves and their 
families throughout times 
of slavery, and they are 
still an African-American 

food staple today. They 
are also beneficial for 
reducing high blood 
pressure and good for the 
digestion system.
If you were lucky enough 
to be at the Collard Green 
Festival, now you know 
the many different ways 
you can prepare this 
African-American favorite, 
thanks to Mrs. Joyce 
Stubblefield and family.

 Rock of Praise 
C.O.G.I.C. Inc., 1632 
N. Cove Blvd., pay’s off 
church mortgage  in four 
years  and two months, 
on May 30, 2019 at 12:03 
noon.  With the stroke of 

a pen and a single check 
The Church Mortgage 
was paid in full.  
 Pastor Eugene and 
Lady Colia Harris gives 
all The Glory to God, and 
to the Faithfulness of the 
leadership of the church 

from the Deacons & 
Deaconness, Trustees 
and the entire church 
membership who are 
faithful to God, their 
Pastor and church. 
 Pastor Harris said 
“I personally, Thank our 

church family for their 
spirit of giving to support  
this ministry .
 To do what we did, 
as a church, in such 
a short period of time, 
took great sacrifice and 
commitment not only of 

the saints but also the 
pastor.”  
 As founder and 
Pastor for the last (7) 
seven years, Pastor 
Harris refused to accept 
a penny of salary from 
the church.  “When you 

ask others to sacrifice 
and follow you then you 
must be willing to lead by 
example, Pastor Harris 
explained.”  
 We Give All The 
Glory to God for His 
Favor on Us.
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ASK YOUR
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A word from C. BROWN and
C. BRIAN BROWN DIRECTORS

Dear Mr. Brown:  How long does it take to get a death 
certificate on someone after a recent burial?
Rob B.

Dear Rob:  If the death is current and a death certificate 
has not been filed or certified, the time can vary according 
to certain circumstances.  The first step is to contact the 
medical facilities record department to obtain the name of 
the attending physician and find out if that physician will 
sign the cause of death.  If the decedent was not under 
a physician’s care of hospital/institution within a 24 hour 
period or if the death is questionable i.e.. if the person 
died at the hands of another it would automatically be 
investigated by the local elected coroner serving your 
county or jurisdiction.  In that case a pending certificate 
can be issued until the coroner is satisfied that the cause 
of death is correctly applied.  A normal (natural) death will 
usually take a week to ten days to obtain the certifiate.  
Pending certificates are not accepted as a legal cause 
for legal purposes.  Therefore, the funeral home will have 
to wait for payment as well as you would to receive your 
benefits.

Send your question to: The Toledo Journal
P.O. Box 12559, Toledo, Ohio 43606

c/o Ask Your Funeral Directors

C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME AND PRE-NEED CENTER
1629 Nebraska Avenue

Tel. 419-255-7682 Fax: 419-255-598
www.cbrownfuneralhome.com

Professional Service with Dignity

ROCK OF PRAISE C.O.G.I.C. INC. 
PAYS OFF CHURCH MORTGAGE

PHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTEDPHOTO CREDIT / SUBMITTED
Submitted

Continued from page 2.

18th Annual Collard Green Festival

PHOTO CREDIT / TOLEDO JOURNAL

Guest enjoyed a selection of 25 different Collard 
Green dishes at the Stubblefield’s 18th Annual 
Collard Green Festival.

PHOTO CREDIT / TOLEDO JOURNAL

Dancing the night away after dinner on the Bel-
mont Enterprise lot, guest having a good time at 
the 18th Annual Collard Green Festival.
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NORTHGATE
APARTMENTS

610 Stickney Avenue
Toledo, Ohio

43604
419-729-7118

*Now accepting
applications for One
and Two bedroom

Apartment  Homes*
Senior Community for
persons 55 years and

older. Rent is based on
income. Our Activity

and Service Coordina-
tors are on site. Heat
included. Chauffeured

transportation to
nearby shopping and
banks available. Call

419-729-7118 for
details.

Equal Housing
Opportunity/Equal

Opportunity Employer

 HELP WANTED FOR RENT HELP WANTED  HELP WANTEDFOR RENT

CLASSIFIEDS
NOW ACCEPTING:TO PLACE ADS CALL (419) 472-4521 or email: toledojournal@rocketmail.com, toljour@aol.com

You Can Use Your Debit Card,
Mastercard or Visa

For Placing Classifieds

THE TOLEDO JOURNAL
OFFICE HOURS: MON-TUE 9-noon & 1-5,

THUR-FRI 9-noon & 1-5   Closed Wed
Deadline Friday 4:30 pm

HELP WANTED

COVENANT
HOUSE

APARTMENTS
One & Two Bedroom

Apartments

Immediate Openings

702 N. Erie Street

Beautiful Apartment

Homes, Utilities

Included.

Reduced Security

Deposit

LMHA Vouchers

Accepted

CALL TODAY

(419) 243-2334

 FOR RENT

Houses Rent To Own
1brm, $325 + util
2brm, $350 + util
3brm, $365 + util

For info and/or tour,
Call Toll free

1-877-850-2143

 RENT TO OWN

APARTMENTS
30 LOCATIONS

Section 8 Welcome
Studio from $395
1bdrm from $425
2bdrm from $425
3bdrm from $550

Call 419-259-0619
Text 419-721-6490

 FOR RENT

WELCOME TO
BEL-AIRE
ESTATES!

Here at Bel-Aire, we
offer a country setting

just minutes away from
some of the greatest

features Toledo has to
offer. Call in today to

ask about our summer
move in special! $485
moves you in and only

$350 plus utilities a
month gets qualified

tenants into one of our
newly renovated

homes!  We offer a
fast and easy applica-
tion process that could
have you accepted as
soon as today! Section

8 and dog friendly!
Please call

419-351-8512 to
set up your
personalize

showing today!

 HELP WANTED

BARBER
WANTED

1723 North Detroit
Ave

Toledo, OH 43607

Miss Sarah’s Pitter
Patter Childcare

419-534-2466
In search of energetic

staff members for home
childcare. Education and

Experience preferred,
but not necessary
GED/High school
Diploma required

Fun and exciting position
Part to Full time

positions
Must be able to work
with small children

PART TIME LEGAL SECRETARY/
RECEPTIONIST

Student Legal Services, Inc a general practice law
firm operating on the University of Toledo campus
seeks a part-time legal secretary/receptionist to
work 20-25 hours/week. THIS IS NOT A UNIVER-
SITY OF TOLEDO POSITION. Duties include: an-
swering phones; interacting with clients; typing le-
gal correspondence, documents and court plead-
ings, preparing statistical reports, scanning files and
participating in educational events.

Interested applicants should have 4-6 years prior
secretarial/receptionist experience, preferably in a
law office; be a high school graduate; able to oper-
ate basic office equipment and have good commu-
nication and customer service skills.

To apply submit cover letter, resume and contact
information for three (3) professional references to
Managing Attorney, Student Legal Services, Inc.,
3504 Student Union, University of Toledo, M.S. #
115, 2801 W. Bancroft, Toledo, Ohio 43606 by Oc-
tober 7th, 2019.

CASE MANAGER FULL TIME
BBBS of NWO

Educational Requirements:  Bachelor’s Degree
from a recognized college or university. Also, pre-
fer at least, 2-5 years experience working: in social
work and/or an Alcohol/Drug Prevention Program.

Computer expertise in Microsoft Office, which in-
cludes Word, Excel, and Publisher; have the ability
to work some evening and weekend hours as
needed; Ability to write clearly and concisely and
to work independently.  Ability to work with youth
from diverse backgrounds. Must have reliable trans-
portation and pass a background check.

If interested, please send resume and cover letter
by September 25, 2019 to: jspangler@bbbsnwo.org

With a commitment to improving the human
condition, The University of Toledo and

University Medical Center are seeking qualified
candidates for multiple positions.

The University of Toledo offers an excellent salary and
benefit package, which includes the Ohio Public

Employees Retirement System and State Teachers
Retirement System for faculty with employer contribu-
tion, medical coverage, paid sick and vacation time,
tuition waiver is available to UT employees and their

eligible spouses and dependents and 10 paid holidays.

For a complete listing of our openings and desired
qualifications or to apply, please proceed to our

website at
https://www.utoledo.edu/jobs/

We ask that applications and required documents be
submitted electronically.

We are an equal opportunity employer and all
qualified applicants will receive consideration for

employment without regard to race, color religion,
sex, national origin, disability status, protected

veteran status, or any other characteristic

PRODUCER:
WGTE Public Media seeks a full-time, Producer to
coordinate, acquire and edit short and long form
videos as well as produce live studio and field pro-
ductions.

Previous experience in videography and digital ed-
iting required. Experience with Adobe Premiere and
After Effects, Final Cut Pro, and Video Switching
preferred. Candidate must be willing to work a flex-
ible work schedule, including evenings and
weekends. Bachelor’s degree from a four-year col-
lege or university in a field such as liberal arts, ra-
dio & television broadcasting or journalism pre-
ferred; or a minimum of an Associate’s degree in
liberal arts, radio & television broadcasting or jour-
nalism, or two years related experience and/or train-
ing required. A valid driver’s license is required.
Send your cover letter and résumé to: Human Re-

sources, P.O. Box 30, Toledo, OH 43614, or
employment@wgte.org. EOE/ADA

HELP WANTED

75.1%
REGULARLY PURCHASE

PRODUCTS AND/OR SERVICES

FROM ADS IN
THE TOLEOD JOURNAL

TO REACH OUR READERS

CALL US (419) 472-4521

THE TOLEDO JOURNAL

STILL THE LEADER OF

AFRICAN AMERICAN

READERS IN TOLEDO

FOR RENT

THE TOLEDO

JOURNAL

NEWSPAPER

AN AFRICAN

AMERICAN OWNED

AND OPERATED

BUSINESS SINCE

1975

REACHING OVER

60,000 READERS

THROUGHOUT LUCAS

COUNTY AND

SURROUNDING AREAS

(419) 472-4521
email:

toljour@aol.com
www.thetoledojournal.com

COURT SERVICES SPECIALIST
Toledo Municipal Court

Performs a full range of technical and administra-
tive duties in support of special court services and
courtroom operations.Responsible for resolving is-
sues related to court services, programs and pro-
cesses that serve courtrooms or the probation de-
partment.  Completes intake processing, documents
compliance, prepares documents and schedules
court events.  Strong skill in organizing work respon-
sibilities in a demanding and fast-paced environ-
ment required.Associates Degree or completion of
60 semester hours toward a Bachelor Degree in
criminal justice, social work, counseling, psychol-
ogy, or related field, required.  Two years work ex-
perience in court services, social services, parale-
gal or a related field, required.  One (1) year prior
court experience preferred, but not required.  Inter-
viewing skills, knowledge of the court, criminal jus-
tice system or community resources and/or experi-
ence involving complex scheduling preferred, but
not required.  Potential candidates must pass a
background check.  Must be LEADS
certifiable.Startingsalary $41,659.49.  Full salary
$46,288.32.

Submit resume with cover letter describing how you
meet the qualifications outlined above by 4:30 p.m.,
September 30, 2019 to The Court Administrator’s
Office (Attn:  HR-CSS), Toledo Municipal Court
Judges’ Division, 2nd Floor, 555 North Erie, Toledo,
OH  43604.  E-mail applications not accepted.  Equal
Opportunity Employer.Applicants are strongly en-
couraged to review the complete job description at
http://tmc.toledomunicipalcourt.org/docs/ prior to ap-
plication. Continued on page 13

Social Security
Questions and Answers

By Erin Thompson, Public Affairs Specialist in Toledo,
OH
Question:
I suspect that someone I know is collecting Social
Security disability benefits when they shouldn’t be.
What is the best way for me to report fraud?

Answer:

DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL PROGRAMS

The Padua Center is seeking a Director of Special
Programs (Emerging Young Ladies and Padua
Potters Garden Club) and co-leader of the After
School tutoring program.  The successful candi-
date will be skilled at designing programs and en-
gaging young women and men in active involve-
ment. A degree in education or social work is re-
quired. The position will be hourly, some Saturdays,
with benefits.  Please submit your resume to
thepaduacenter@gmail.com by September 20th.
Job description is available upon request.
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YEAR-ROUND BILINGUAL
                      OUTREACH WORKER
                      (FINDLAY)

Each year more than 30,000 agricultural workers
and family members work in Ohio.  They work in
many hand-harvest crops, including cucumbers,
tomatoes, lettuces, onions, radishes, and peppers.
They also work in various packing sheds, gading
stations, and food processing plants.

Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO), a non-
profit law firm, is hiring one (1) full time Outreach
Worker to help te attorney and staff in its Findlay
office extend legal services to these workers and
their families throughout Ohio.

Many agricultural workers encounter legal problems
arising from violations of the Fair Labor Standaards
Act, the Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker
Protection Act, and other federal and state protec-
tive statutes, as well as problems with tax, immigra-
tion, environmental hazards, sexual harassment,
government benefits, housing, domestic violence,
civil rights, education, and other issues.

LAWO is an Equal Opportunity Employer and places
a high value on diversity in its workplace, including
diversity in race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, age, and physical ability.  We strive to create
an environment welcoming to all individuals and we
encourage applications from individuals traditionally
underrepresented in the legal profession.

The primary responsibilities of the Outreach Worker
include the development of a statewide outreach
plan and outreach to agricultural labor camps
throughout Ohio, usuallyin the early evening,  in-
forming workers about our services and workers’
rights, completing applications for legal assistance,
and completing and maintaining reports of outreach
activities.  Additional duties include community le-
gal education, investigation and research, following
up on completed applications for assistance, and
other work assigned by LAWO advocats.  This is a
full-time, yar-round position commencing Decem-
ber 1, 2019, located in LAWO’s Findlay office.  Com-
pensation is based on experience and starts at $20
per hour.  The normal work week is 35 hours per
week.  Due to the increase in seasonal agricultural
workers during the summer months hurs increase
to 40 hours per week between June 1 and August
31.  The Outreach Worker must have a valid driver
license, be insurable, and have access to an auto-
mobile.  LAWO generally will have a car available
for outreaach, but the Outreach Worker occasion-
ally may need to use their own vehicle.  LaWO will
reimburse for authorized travel expenses.

We are looking for persons committed to social jus-
tice for agricultural workers who are fluent in Span-
ish, have excellent organizational and writing skills,
can relate well with low-income clients and commu-
nity groups, are computer proficient, and have a
strong commitment to the rule of law.  Evening and
weekend hurs and some overnight trips and other
travel required.

To Apply:
Send a letter outlining your interest in and qualifica-
tions for the position, resume, and three references
(name, email, and phone numbers) electronically as
soon as possible to: lawojobs@freelawyers.org;
Subject:  Outreach Worker - Findlay.  Hiring will be
done on a rolling basis so please apply immediately
if interested.  Applications will only be accepted by
e-mail.

Equal access to LAWO’s office is available.  Appli-
cants with questions or requiring accommodation
to the interview/application process shuld contact
Nancy Nava-Wade, Senior Attorney at nnava-
wade@lawolaw.org or (419) 930-2451.

About LAWO
Legal Aid of Western Oho, Inc. (LAWO) is a non-
profit regional law firm that provides high quality le-
gal assistance in civil matters to help eligible low-
income individuals and groups in western Ohio
achieve self-reliance, and equal justice and eco-
nomic opportunity.www.lawolaw.org

The Village of Ottawa Hills (pop: 4,500 in north-
west Ohio)is seeking an experienced law enforce-
ment professional to serve as Deputy Chief of Po-
lice. Under the general guidance of the Chief of
Police, the Deputy Chief is responsible for day-to-
day management of all Police Department opera-
tions.

The Police Department is a 24-hour operation with
13 full-time employees. Together, they are dedi-
cated to fair and consistent law enforcement and
preserving peace and quality of life. The Depart-
ment prides itself on providing a strong sense of
security to residents.

To ensure Village residents continue to receive this
level of service, the successful candidate will con-
tinuously review department operations to plan for
future improvements; review and adopt progres-
sive law enforcement strategies;ensure department
members continue to receive superior training; and
further strengthen already strong relationships with
residents and the village school system.

Due to the Village’s size (about 2 square miles),
the Police Department is very visible in the com-
munity.  Our officers know the names of most resi-
dents, and their children. Our size enables us to
offer a high level of service beyond basic law en-
forcement, such asresident house checks and bi-
cycle registrations. Our officers also are active in
the buildings of the Ottawa Hills Local Schools
(1,000 students), consistently one of the top ranked
schools in Ohio.

The Village and the Police Department are com-
prised of diverse populations. The successful can-
didate needs to have experience working with di-
verse populations and being a positive force in
building inclusive communities.

The position’s budgeted pay range is $86,460 -
$101,900, depending on qualifications.The Village
is able to offer the successful candidate benefits
that include health care, paid holiday time, sick
leave accrual, sick leave bonus, and vacation ac-
crual.

Minimum Qualifications:
• Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or
university.
• Minimum of 10 years of law enforcement experi-
ence with at least five years   of command or
management-level experience.
• OPOTA certification.
Preferred Qualifications:
• Previous experience at the rank of police lieuten-
ant, captain, deputy chief or chief.
• A master’s degree or completion of advanced
management training such as  the Police Ex-
ecutive Leadership College (PELC), the Certified
Law Enforce  ment Executive program (CLEE),
the FBI National Academy, or Northwest  School
of Police Staff and Command.

The selected candidate will be subject to a com-
prehensive background investigation, psychologi-
cal evaluation, and pre-employment medical
testing.The first review of resumes begins Octo-
ber 18, 2019. The Deputy Chief of Police position
will remain open until filled.
The Deputy Chief of Police job description is avail-
able at www.ottawahills.org/deputy-chief
Candidates must submit a resume and cover let-
ter to:

Chief John Wenzlick
Ottawa Hills Police Department
2125 Richards Road
Ottawa Hills, Ohio  43606

death of a beneficiary and continue to receive and
cash checks of the deceased. We also depend on
you to help stop fraud.

Question:
I haven’t received my Social Security Statement in
the mail the last few years. Will I ever get one again?

Answer:
We currently mail Social Security Statements to work-
ers age 60 and over who aren’t receiving Social Se-
curity benefits and do not yet have a my Social Se-
curity account. We mail the Statements three months
prior to your birthday. Instead of waiting to receive a
mailed Statement, we encourage people to open a
my Social Security account at www.socialsecurity.gov/
myaccount so they can access their Statement online,
anytime.

Question:
I’m gathering everything I’ll need to file my taxes this
month. Do I have to pay taxes on Social Security
benefits? Also, where can I get a replacement 1099?

Answer:
Some people who get Social Security must pay fed-
eral income taxes on their benefits. Still, no one pays
taxes on more than 85 percent of their Social Secu-
rity benefits.
You must pay taxes on some portion of your benefits
if you file an individual federal tax return and your
income exceeds $25,000. If you file a joint return,
you must pay taxes if you and your spouse have com-
bined income of more than $32,000. If you are mar-
ried and file a separate return, you probably will have
to pay taxes on your benefits. You can read more
about tax preparation in relation to Social Security at
www.socialsecurity.gov/planners/taxes.htm. Social
Security benefits include monthly retirement, survi-
vors, and disability benefits. They don’t include
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) payments, which
are not taxable. You can also get a replacement 1099
or 1042S when you open your own personal my So-
cial Security account at www.socialsecurity.gov/
myaccount.

Question:
Someone stole my Social Security number, and it’s
being used repeatedly. Does Social Security issue
new Social Security numbers to victims of repeated
identity theft?

Answer:
Identity theft is one of the fastest growing crimes in
America, so you aren’t alone. If you’ve done all you
can to identify and fix the problem, including contact-
ing the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), but some-
one is still using your number, Social Security may
assign you a new number. If you decide to apply for
a new number, you’ll need to prove your identity, age,
and U.S. citizenship or immigration status. You’ll also
need to provide evidence you’re having ongoing prob-
lems because of the misuse of your current Social
Security number. You can read more about identity
theft at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs.

Question:
My same-sex partner and I recently married. Will we
qualify for Social Security benefits?
Answer:
You may be eligible to apply for Social Security ben-
efits. Many factors affect your eligibility for benefits,
including how long you worked and your age. Social
Security is now processing more claims in which en-
titlement or eligibility is affected by a same-sex rela-
tionship. We encourage you to apply for benefits right
away, even if you aren’t sure you’re eligible. Applying
now will protect you against the loss of any potential
benefits. You can apply safely and securely at
www.socialsecurity.gov/applyonline. Learn more
about Social Security for same-sex couples by visit-
ing www.socialsecurity.gov/same-sexcouples.

Social Security
Q & A

Continued from page 12
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From the Desk 
of Felicia

What to Wear on 
Your 1st Date

Stop stressing yourself out 
over what to wear on your first 
date with a guy.  Although first 
impressions mean a lot, most 
guys don’t particularly focus on 
your outfit long enough for you 
to stress over it.  Depending on 
where you’re going on your first 
date, you may want to consider 
the following:

Check out the venue online.  If 
you’re getting the coffee shop/
lounge type of vibe from their 
photos, a casual or chic look is 
a classic look.  You can always 
dress up or dress down a pair 
of jeans.  Think about that one 
outfit that you wear that makes 
you feel god and confident, wear 
that!

Next, you can dress yourself 
according to a specific color that 
pairs very well up against your 
skin or some experts suggest 
that you show off that one body 
part that you’re the most, proud 
of (ex., arms, legs or back).  But 
don’t show too much skin, that 
can be a complete turn off!

Accessories and/or sunglass-
es are essential to wear during 
any daytime and outdoor activi-
ties.  Regardless if you two de-
cide to take a brisk walk, head 
to a local coffee shop or do a 
simple picnic in the park, acces-
sories and sunglasses will make 
any outfit pop!

Think about if you were going 
on a trip, what outfit would you 
pack first because it’s your fa-
vorite to wear?  That’s the outfit 
that you can consider, wearing 
on your first date.  As long as 
this outfit doesn’t have wrin-
kles, shows too much skin or is 
not appropriate for the activity 
planned, wear it.  You don’t want 
to wear an outfit that you would 
typically wear to a club on your 

first date, either.
In an article written in The 

Telegraph, the writer said, “Day 
date outfits are, by nature, more 
casual and comfy, which will 
make you feel more at ease in 
your skin. You’ll want to tailor 
the exact look depending on the 
activity, but suggested items in-
clude comfy shoes – so you can 
go for an impromptu stroll – and 
a smart jacket or coat (depend-
ing on the season).”  Wearing 
comfortable shoes is key on the 
first date.  You should not wear 
shoes that hurt your feet as soon 
as you put them on, or those 
new shoes that you haven’t got-
ten comfortable wearing yet.

Your first date should be en-
joyable and fun without stress-
ing over what to wear.  Go with 
your gut feeling and if you’re gut 
tells you not to wear something 
that’s too revealing, or too much 
for the date, follow that intuition 
and go enjoy yourself on your 
first date.

The Tamron Hall 
Show Debuts 

America’s news sweetheart Tamron Hall is 
back with a self-titled daytime talk show The 
Tamron Hall Show. Following Hall’s contro-
versial yet celebrated 2017 exit from the To-
day Show after being curbed in favor of white 
supremacist-y Megyn Kelly, Hall returns to 
television as a talk show host on her terms. 

In addition to Hall’s professional life, a lot 
has also changed in her personal life since 
the abrupt Today and MSNBC exit. The 
award-winning journalist is now married and 
a mother of a son, which she discussed at 
the “Journey to My Wildest Dreams” Toyota 
sponsored luncheon at the 2019 NABJ na-
tional convention held in Miami. 

Hall discussed how motherhood has 
changed her life, the confidence required to 
be in the news business and the challenges 
faced by blacks in general and black women 
specifically on the often-complicated journey 
to success. 

Hall reiterated the importance of having a 
seat at the table and being ready when the 
opportunity presents itself. “There was a 
window, a sliver of opportunity and I took it,” 
says Hall. “I knew I had to shoot my shot,” 
says the Texas native. Indeed, Hall shot her 
shot, landing on her feet with a daytime talk 
show in a market that is crowded but ripe for 
a voice like Hall’s. 

Hall’s return to daytime pits her against an-
other one of America’s sweethearts, Gram-
my award-winning singer Kelly Clarkson who 
is also launching a self-titled talk show on the 
same day on NBC no less. 

Clarkson is the season one winner of 
American Idol and has served as a judge 
on the wildly popular NBC reality show The 
Voice. 

Hall will also be wading into territory cur-

rently occupied by Wendy Williams, Rachel 
Ray, and the ladies of The View and The Talk 
among others. Hall created this talk show to 
bring people together and to give them an 
opportunity to share their “authentic journey.” 

One of the ways Hall is shaping her show 
is by insisting the makeup of the crew reflect 
her audience. Despite having veteran exec-
utive producer Bill Geddie at the helm, Hall 
insisted that more women be hired because 
she wants to empower people like her – a 
self-described country girl from Luling, Tex-
as who has made it to the upper echelons of 
television and news. 

Although creating and hosting a daytime 
talk show is new to Hall, working in front of 
and behind the camera is not. Hall hosted 
the Discovery ID series Deadline Crime with 
Tamron Hall, a weekly series which takes at 
deep dive into crimes, including unsolved 
crimes. 

Motivated by the unsolved murder of her 
sister Renate, Hall lead an investigative team 
of journalists working together to find out 
what happened and why, to victims through-
out the country for three seasons. 

Hall’s talk show will differ greatly but will of-
fer in-depth discussions about important top-
ics in addition to traditional daytime lifestyle 
segments. Hall believes television has the 
power to help people share their “authentic 
journey” and wants people to talk about their 
lives and inspire others in the process. 

The Tamron Hall Show debuted 9/9/19. 
Check local listings for channel and time in-
formation. 

This article was written by Nsenga K. Bur-
ton, Ph.D., entertainment and culture editor 
for NNPA/Black Press USA. Nsenga is also 
founder & editor-in-chief of the award-win-
ning news blog The Burton Wire, which cov-
ers news of the African Diaspora. Follow her 
on Twitter @Ntellectual.

By Nsenga K. Burton, Ph.D., NNPA Newswire 
Entertainment and Culture Editor

Tyler Perry Sending Relief Supplies to the 
Bahamas Via His Private Jet

Nationwide — Filmmaker Tyler Per-
ry is reportedly using his own private jet 
to transport relief supplies to the Abaco 
Islands in the Bahamas to help the resi-
dents who were devastated by Hurricane 
Dorian. 

“To all the incredible people of the Ba-
hamas who have welcomed me and 
called me an adoptive son, I want you to 
know that I am watching closely, and as 
soon as I can, I will be there to do whatev-
er I can to help you rebuild stronger and 
better. You’re not only in my heart and my 
prayers, you’re in my blood. God bless 
you. Stay Bahamas strong. The sun will 
shine agin [sic].”

Soon after posting the message on his 
Instagram feed, Perry sent a private plane 
carrying necessities such as water, juice, 

diapers, sleeping bags, hygiene products, 
and more. The plane reportedly came 
back and forth twice the area to deliver 
the supplies and is still expected to return 
to bring more.

Perry, who owns a 25-acre island in 
the Bahamas called White Bay Cay, re-
portedly also had seven people, including 
children and a pregnant woman, rescued 
to receive medical attention.

Hurricane Dorian, which struck the 
Carribean nation’s largest island earlier 
this month as a Category 5 storm, has 
destroyed homes and properties and 
even sunk the airport underwater. As of 
now, the death toll remained at 50 but 
is expected to increase to thousands as 
officials search the area. Around 70,000 
people became homeless.
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Apply online today at 
TARTA.com/Careers 
or in-person at 
1127 W Central Ave 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays.

TARTA is an equal opportunity employer. 

419 243 RIDE
TARTA.com

To uphold the mission of serving our community, applicants 
must meet the following requirements for all TARTA positions:

• A background worthy of public trust; a background check free 
from infractions and driver’s license suspensions

• High School Diploma/GED
• Must be at least 18 years of age
• 2 years driving experience (any vehicle)
• Minimum of 2 years valid driver’s license
• Safe driving record (less than 2 points)
• Legally able to work in the United States

100% wheelchair-accessible
and bicycle rack-equipped.

• Full Time/Part Time Coach 
Operators 

• Full Time/Part Time 
Paratransit Operators 

©2018 TARTA

Serena Williams lost her 
bid for what would have 

been her sixth U.S. Open 
Singles title.
 It was the second 
straight year that Williams 
lost in the finals. 
 But, with 23 Grand 
Slam tournament titles 
and a .850 career winning 
percentage, Williams 
legacy as the world’s 
greatest tennis player was 
solidified a long time ago.
 “Serena Williams’s 
legacy is sealed, whether 
or not she ever hits a tennis 
ball again,” Tera W. Hunter, 
a professor of history and 
African American studies 
at Princeton, wrote in an 
op-ed for the New York 
Times.
 “It’s sad she didn’t 
beat Bianca Andreescu 
at the finals of the U.S. 
Open Championships and 
match Margaret Court’s 
record of 24 Grand Slam 
singles titles. But her 
contributions to the game 
are much bigger than 
reaching another Grand 
Slam Final,” Hunter wrote.
 Williams, 37, began 
playing tennis at the age of 
5 in Compton, California.
 Under the tutelage 
of her father, Richard 
Williams, Serena and 

her sister Venus rose to 
stardom in the 1990s. 
The duo took the tennis 
world by storm with 
Serena Williams ultimately 
surpassing her sister and 
others as easily the best in 
the sport.
 Serena Williams, who 
has earned approximately 
$100 million in her career, 
won her first Grand Slam 
title at the age of 17 and 
she hasn’t looked back.
 Here are just some of 
her accomplishments:
• At the 1999 U.S. 
Open, became the second 
African-American woman 
to win a Grand Slam title 
at 17 years old.
• By winning the 2001 
Australian Open doubles 
championship with Venus 
Williams, became the fifth 
pair to complete a Career 
Doubles Grand Slam 
and the only pair to win a 
Career Doubles Golden 
Slam.
• At the 2001 U.S. 
Open, marked the first 
time in the Open Era, and 
the second time in 117 
years that sisters met in 
a Grand Slam final (with 
Venus)
• At the 2002 Roland 

Garros final, she became 
the first younger sister 
to defeat her older sister 
in a Grand Slam singles 
tournament.
• By winning the 2003 
Australian Open, became 
the fifth woman to hold all 
four Grand Slam singles 
titles simultaneously.
• By winning the 2003 
Australian Open, became 
the first African-American 
to win the championship.
• By winning the 2003 
Wimbledon ladies’ title, 
Williams became just the 
fifth woman in the Open 
Era to win back-to-back 
Wimbledon crowns. 
• By reaching the final 
of the 2003 Australian 
Open, she and sister 
Venus became the first 
players to compete in 4 
consecutive slam finals.
• By winning the 
2005 Australian Open 
by defeating Mauresmo 
and Davenport, became 
the only player in tennis 
history to win three Grand 
Slam singles titles (1999 
U.S. Open, 2002 Roland 
Garros) by beating the top 
two ranked players.
• By winning the 2007 
Australian Open became 

the first unseeded player 
since 1978 to win a slam; 
she was ranked #81 in the 
world.
• Her six-year gap 
between Wimbledon titles 
(2003–2009) is second 
only to Evonne Goolagong 
Cawley’s nine years in the 
Open Era.
 “She’s without 
question the embodiment 
of strength, character, 
and accomplishment,” 
said Julio C. Rodriguez, 
of Université Paris-
Sorbonne. 
 The Undefeated 
Magazine’s managing 
editor Raina Kelley 
summed up why Williams 
is the Michael Jordan and 
Muhammad Ali of her 
sport.
 “Serena Jameka 
Williams did not come just 
come to play — she came 
to slay. And you are alive 
to see it,” Kelley said.
 “Is Serena the GOAT? 
She reinvented tennis. She 
invented #BlackGirlMagic. 
She has all of the trophies 
ever, and she stands for 
equality of women around 
the globe. Is Serena the 
greatest athlete of all time? 
Please,” Kelley said.

Despite U.S. Open Loss, Serena 
Williams is still the Greatest of All Time

By Stacy M. Brown, NNPA 
Newswire Correspondent

PHOTO CREDIT / Wikimedia Commons

Serena Williams’s legacy is sealed, whether or 
not she ever hits a tennis ball again,” Tera W. 
Hunter, a professor of history and African Amer-
ican studies at Princeton, wrote in an op-ed for 
the New York Times
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A LETTER TO THE 
COMMUNITY.
Today, the Ohio Department of Education releases its report card for public schools - and Toledo Public Schools has good news to share with  
the community. 
The district has improved on the overall State Report Card, which means TPS has moved out of Academic Distress. Our progress is credited to  
the work of our students, teachers and staff, all of whom are making tremendous strides. 
Our graduation rates continue to improve and our Early Childhood program has shown growth. We are pleased that the improvements in our 
internal data are beginning to show in the report card.
Toledo Public Schools welcomes transparency about its performance, but believes the State Report Card gives a woefully incomplete picture of 
public education in this and other urban districts. 
Even with these results, the State Report Card remains overly broad and continues to fail to accurately capture our progress. That is why we feel 
compelled to tell a more complete story. The summary below is supported by a full set of performance data which can be found at www.tps.org.

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Stephanie Eichenberg  
PRESIDENT, BOARD OF EDUCATION

Mr. Bob Vasquez  
VICE PRESIDENT, BOARD OF EDUCATION

Mr. Perry Lefevre           Mrs. Polly Taylor-Gerken           Mrs. Christine Varwig 
BOARD MEMBER                              BOARD MEMBER                                                 BOARD MEMBER

KINDERGARTEN TO  
3RD GRADE LITERACY 
• Student proficiency from Kindergarten to Third  
   grade nearly doubled over the previous year 
• 87% of Third graders met the Third Grade Reading Guarantee 

Dr. Romules Durant  
CEO/SUPERINTENDENT

ENROLLMENT  
• Increased enrollment five years in a row 
• In those five years, TPS has 1,801 new students,  
   or 72 new classrooms 
• Preschool population has almost tripled 
• TPS is becoming more diverse over time

2018-19                     23,160

2017-18                     23,082

2016-17                     22,807

2015-16                     21,983

2014-15                     21,359

SCHOOLS WITH THE HIGHEST 
PROFICIENCY INCREASES
Jones Leadership Academy of Business     10.71%

Chase STEMM Academy       7.88%

Martin Luther King, Jr. Academy for Boys     7.74%

Rogers High School        7.61% 

McKinley STEMM Academy       7.43%

Westfield/Robinson Achievement      6.70%

Toledo Early College High School      6.57%

Woodward High School       5.02%

GRADUATION RATE 2011– 2018

GRADUATION RATES 
• Increased graduation rate by 15.2% over five years  
   and 7.7% in one year 
• African-American graduation rate is up 20.9% in five years 
• Hispanic graduation rates increased 14.7% over five years 
• Economically disadvantaged students’ graduation rate   
   increased 17% over five years 

TPS STUDENTS PREPARED 
FOR SUCCESS
• Career Tech students are placed in jobs, education  
   or the military 91% of the time after graduation 
• The overall “Prepared For Success” score increased 4.2% 
• Dual Enrollment/College Credits earned increased 5.4%

KINDERGARTEN READINESS
• Data continued to show that TPS Early Childhood Education   
   students were more prepared for Kindergarten than  
   non-TPS students

• TPS Early Childhood Education students scored higher on all    
   facets of Kindergarten readiness than non-TPS students

TPS SHOWS PROGRESS

65% 64%

70%
72% 71%

79%
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